
RETURN
L E N T  A T  S A I N T S  S I M O N  A N D  J U D E

RETURN TO THE LORD YOUR GOD, 
FOR HE IS GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL.  

- JOEL 2:13



RETURN
L E N T  A T  S A I N T S  S I M O N  A N D  J U D E

SO OFTEN, WE FIND OURSELVES FURTHER AWAY
FROM GOD THAN WE EVER INTENDED TO BE.

Our Lenten theme, Return, 
reminds us that Scripture is always calling us back.

“Return to the Lord your God.” - Joel 2:13

Like the prodigal son,
 we come to recognize our need to go home.

“I will arise and go to my father.” - Luke 15:17–18

And we trust in God’s promise of mercy and welcome.
 

“Return to me, and I will return to you.” - Malachi 3:7

Lent invites us not only to turn our hearts back to God,
but to take intentional steps home by returning to the
sacraments, especially Reconciliation and the
Eucharist, and by re-engaging with the Church
community where we are welcomed, healed, and
strengthened together.



Friday, February 20        Fish Fry & Stations of the Cross  

Friday, February 27        Fish Fry & Rosary 
  
Friday, March 6               Fish Fry & Taizé Prayer
                                          
Friday, March 13             Fish Fry & XLT/Penance Service

Friday, March 20             Fish Fry & Mary’s Way of the Cross

Saturday, March 21        Family Faith Night

Friday, March 27             Fish Fry & Taizé Prayer
                                                      
Friday, April 4                  Good Friday Hike & Stations of the Cross

Fish Fry: 4:30-7:30pm
Stations of the Cross & Prayer:  7:00pm 

Pray,  Fas t ,  Give  Toge ther
Len t  i s  no t  a  journey  we walk  a lone .  As  we

seek  to  re turn  to  the  Lord,  we  do  so  no t  on ly  in
persona l  prayer  and  sacr i f i ce ,  bu t  in

fe l lowsh ip  w i th  one  another.

EVENTS
L E N T  A T  S A I N T S  S I M O N  A N D  J U D E

CHECK THE BULLETIN OR
WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
AND START TIMES: 

SSJ.ORG 



February 18         

March 29

April 2     

         
April 3          

 
April 4             

 
April 5               

Ash Wednesday
7:00am, 8:15am, 7:00pm Mass/Ashes
9:00am - 5:00pm Parking Lot Ashes

Palm Sunday
Sun. 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:15am, 5:00pm

Holy Thursday 
8:15am Morning Prayer
7:00pm Mass 

Good Friday
8:15am Morning Prayer
Noon & 7:00pm 

Holy Saturday
8:15am Morning Prayer
7:30pm Vigil 

Easter Sunday
Mass of the Resurrection
7:00am (Church)
9:00am (Church & Colman Hall)
11:00am (Church & Colman Hall)

Our  Len ten  l i t u rg ies  are  a  sacred  inv i ta t ion  to
re turn  home.  Each  Mass ,  Penance  Ser v ice,  and
devot iona l  ga ther ing  becomes  an  express ion  o f  the
ca l l  to  pray,  fas t ,  and  g ive .  We pray  more
in ten t iona l ly,  fas t  f rom d i s t rac t ions ,  and  g ive
devot ion  to  the  a l tar—uni t ing  our  smal l  sacr i f i ces
wi th  H i s  per fec t  one .

LITURGIES
L E N T  A T  S A I N T S  S I M O N  A N D  J U D E



Len t  ca l l s  us  beyond ourse lves .  As  we  re turn  to
the  Lord,  we  a l so  re turn  to  H i s  hear t  for  the
poor,  the  forgo t ten,  and  the  wear y.  Our  Len ten
Out reach  Schedu le  o f fe rs  mean ingfu l
oppor tun i t ie s  to  l i ve  the  rhy thm o f  pray,  fas t ,
and  g ive  th rough  concre te  ac t s  o f  love  and
ser v ice .

Cont inu ing  our  par i sh  t rad i t ion,  the  Sa in t s  S imon
and Jude  Out reach  Min i s t r y  w i l l  hos t  a  week ly
donat ion  dr ive  th roughout  Len t .  Your  a lmsg iv ing
suppor t s  loca l  char i tab le  organ iza t ions  by
prov id ing  the  essen t ia l  supp l ies  they  need  to
con t inue  the i r  m i s s ion  and  care  for  our  ne ighbors
in  need.

Col lec t ions  w i l l  take  p lace  be fore  and  a f te r
ever y  weekend Mass .  I f  you  fee l  ca l led  to  make  a
monetar y  donat ion,  p lease  scan  the  QR Code.
Thank  you  for  your  generos i t y !

For  ques t ions  or  more  in format ion,  p lease  emai l
Lou i se  Nakamine :  lnakamine@ss j .org

OUTREACH
L E N T  A T  S A I N T S  S I M O N  A N D  J U D E



Robyne's  Nest : Suppor ts  a t - r i sk  and homeless
s tudents  by provid ing essent ia ls .  We’re f i l l ing
900 grocer y bags for  s tudents  wi thout  access  to
school  pant r ies  dur ing Spr ing Break.

Pasta & Grains : Pas ta,  pas ta sauce,  mac &
cheese box mix,  mac & cheese cups,  ramen,
r ice (up to 5 lb.  bags) ,  oatmeal  (mul t i -packs ) ,
cereal  ( large boxes) ,  pancake mix,  syrup.

Canned & Shel f -S table  Prote ins : Canned
chicken,  tuna,  or  Spam, canned soup or  chi l i ,
canned vegetables ,  peanut  bu t ter  & je l ly ,
cracker/tuna packs,  cracker/chicken sa lad
packs.

Fru i t s  & Snacks:  Canned f ru i t s  and f ru i t  cups,
Je l l -O, pudding cups,  granola bars ,  beef  jerky
or  S l im J im’s ,  pre tze ls  ( s ing le - ser v ing bags) ,
t ra i l  mix or  nu t  packs (mul t ipacks ) ,  crackers
(peanut  bu t ter,  cheese,  Cheez - I t s ,  Club crackers ,
Sal t ines ) .

Gif t  Cards : S ta ter  Bros,  Grocer y Out le t ,  Ald i ,  or
Nor thgate.

The s tor y of  the prodigal  son reminds us  that  the
longing for  home is  wr i t ten on ever y human
hear t .  Ye t  in  our  own communi ty ,  many long for
a di f feren t  k ind of  home al together.  Whi le mos t
of  us  wi l l  never  know what  i t  means to l ive
wi thout  safe ty  or  she l ter,  too many,  especia l ly
chi ldren and youth,  face homelessness  or  the
dai ly  fear  of  becoming unhoused.

F I R S T  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
F E B R U A R Y  2 1 - 2 2
R O B Y N E ’ S  N E S T



I l luminat ion Foundat ion:  Prov ides safe,  shor t -
te rm hous ing and pos t -hospi ta l  care for
indiv iduals  and fami l ies  exper iencing
homelessness  who need a s table p lace to
recover  af ter  d ischarge.  We’re suppor t ing
recuperat ing adul t s  and chi ldren wi th
therapeut ic  and engaging ac t iv i t ies  to he lp ease
s t ress ,  anxie ty ,  and boredom.

Adul t  Color ing Books
Act iv i ty  Books ( i .e . ,  crossword puzzles )
Chi ldren’s  Color ing Books
Sketchbooks
Crayons
Stenci l s
Colored Penci l s
Cons t ruc t ion Paper
Markers
Chi ldren’s  Sc issors
Pain t  Brushes
Journals
Pain t -by -Number Ki t s
Canvas Boards (12 x 12 or  smal ler )

As th is  Len ten season cal l s  us  home to the
Father ’s  mercy,  we are reminded that  t rue
res tora t ion requi res  more than a temporar y
remedy.  We cannot  t reat  an unhoused person’s
i l lness  on ly to send them back to the s t ree ts ; a
hospi ta l  i s  not  a home, and recover y requi res
s tabi l i ty ,  d igni ty ,  and las t ing suppor t .  Jus t  as
God does more than s imply patch our  wounds
and ins tead welcomes us fu l ly  home, we are
cal led to seek so lu t ions that  res tore not  on ly
heal th ,  bu t  be longing and hope.

S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
F E B R U A R Y  2 8  -  M A R C H  1

I L L U M I N A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N



Casa Teresa:  Prov ides a safe home and
suppor t ive programs for  s ing le pregnant  women
in cr i s i s ,  inc luding those fac ing homelessness ,
addic t ion,  or  menta l  heal th  chal lenges.  We’re
he lping new mothers  and thei r  babies thr ive by
donat ing essent ia l  i tems and prayer fu l ly
suppor t ing them as they begin a new chapter—
changing two l ives  a t  one t ime.

Baby P lay Mats
Baby Grooming Ki t s
Breas t  Mi lk  S torage Bags
Newborn Swaddles
Newborn Baby Mi t tens
Warm Baby Beanies (not  crochet )
Preemie Boys & Gir l s  Clo thes (0–3 months )
Newborn Boys & Gir l s  Clo thes (0–3 months )
$25 Gas Gi f t  Cards
$25 Walmar t  Gi f t  Cards
$25 Target  Gi f t  Cards
$25 Sta ter  Bros Gi f t  Cards

With in our  theme of  Re turn to the Father,  we
remember that  coming home is  not  a lways easy,
especia l ly  for  a woman whose l i fe  i s  marked by
t rauma, fear,  or  deep iso la t ion.  In  those
moments ,  pregnancy may fee l  less  l ike a reward
and more l ike a weight  carr ied a lone.  Yet  the
Father ’s  mercy meets  her  there,  o f fer ing re fuge,
digni ty ,  and the reminder that  she i s  not  meant
to walk th is  journey by herse l f .

“Children are  a  gi f t  from the Lord;  
they are  a  reward from him.”  

-Psalm 127:  3

T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
M A R C H  7 - 8

C A S A  T E R E S A



Save Our Youth (SOY) :  Prov ides a safe and
welcoming space for  teens wi th tu tor ing,
academic resources,  and oppor tuni t ies  in  spor t s ,
f i tness ,  ar t ,  and dance,  he lp ing prevent  gang
involvement  and encouraging educat ional
success .  We’re suppor t ing and nur tur ing our
younger bro thers  and s is ters  in  Chr is t  by
donat ing needed i tems to he lp them thr ive and
pursue a br ighter  fu ture.

Soccer  Bal l s  (S ize 5,  NFHS Approved)
Canvas Boards (12 x 12 or  smal ler )
Acr y l ic  Pain ts
Pain t  Brushes
Glue S t icks  for  Col lages
Pr in ter  Ink (HP B lack 952XL)
Air  Dr y Clay
Amazon Gi f t  Cards to purchase bins for
s tor ing spor ts  equipment  & ar t  suppl ies .

Ever y young person is  meant  to have a home in
the hear t  o f  God and in the l i fe  o f  the Church.
Our Cathol ic  fa i th  teaches that  pro tec t ing and
suppor t ing h igh school  youth i s  a pr ior i ty ,
because they are our  younger bro thers  and
s is ters  in  Chr is t .  As we re turn to the Father,  we
are cal led not  on ly to s t rengthen our  own
fami l ies ,  bu t  to  he lp create a communi ty  where
ever y young person is  welcomed, guided,  and
reminded that  they be long.

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
M A R C H  1 4 - 1 5

S A V E  O U R  Y O U T H



Orange County Chi ldren and Fami ly  Ser v ices
(CFS) :  S t rengthens and s tabi l izes fami l ies  to
ensure chi ldren are safe f rom abuse or  neglec t
and p laced in permanent ,  nur tur ing homes.  We’re
“adopt ing” fos ter  ch i ldren for  Eas ter  by f i l l ing gi f t
bags wi th new, age-appropr ia te goodies to he lp
them fee l  loved,  remembered,  and ce lebrated.

4 Years  Old & Under : S ippy cups,  smal l  bal l s ,
co lor ing books,  Pop I t s  ( f idget  toys ) ,  socks,
bubbles or  s idewalk chalk ,  P lay -Doh,  board
books,  smal l  s tu f fed animals ,  ju ice boxes or
Goldf i sh crackers ,  and minimal  Eas ter  candy.

5 to 12 Years  Old:  Color ing books wi th crayons,
co lored penci l s  or  markers ,  ge l  pens,  s t ickers  or
s t icker  books,  bubbles or  s idewalk chalk ,  P lay -
Doh,  Hot  Wheels  or  Legos,  smal l  s tu f fed animals ,
hai r  t ies ,  hai r  c l ips  or  scrunchies,  g i f t  cards to
Bask in -Robbins or  Yogur t land,  indiv idual - s ize
snacks,  and minimal  Eas ter  candy.

13 Years  and Older :  B lack hai r  t ies ,  combs or
brushes,  nai l  po l i sh or  f ragrances,  journals  wi th
pens,  body wash or  lo t ions,  brace le ts  ( for  boys
and gi r l s ) ,  fun socks ( for  boys and gi r l s ) ,  smal l
s tu f fed animals ,  indiv idual - s ized snacks,  earbuds,
minimal  Eas ter  candy,  and $15 gi f t  cards to
places such as S tarbucks,  In -N-Out ,  Rais ing
Cane’s ,  or  Chipot le .

As we re f lec t  on our  Len ten cal l  to  Re turn to the
Father,  we remember that  ever y chi ld deser ves a
home that  mir rors  His  love and pro tec t ion.  The
miss ion of  Orange County Chi ldren and Fami ly
Ser v ices to s t rengthen and s tabi l ize fami l ies
re f lec ts  th is  same commi tment ,  he lp ing ensure
chi ldren grow up safe,  secure,  and nur tured.

F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
M A R C H  2 1 - 2 2

O R A N G E  C O U N T Y  C H I L D R E N
A N D  F A M I L Y  S E R V I C E S  



Loaves and Fishes:  Ser ves approximate ly  300
unhoused and food- insecure indiv iduals  and
fami l ies  by dis t r ibu t ing food twice each month.
We’re suppor t ing our  neighbors  in  need by
donat ing essent ia l  food i tems to he lp sus ta in them
wi th d igni ty  and care.

Pin to Beans (4 lb bags)
Whi te R ice (5 lb bags)
Peanut  Bu t ter  (48 oz)
Jam (any s ize,  s t rawberr y prefer red)
Canned Tuna (any s ize)
Mayonnaise (30 oz s ize)
Cardboard Canis ters  o f  Quaker Oats
Boxes of  Macaroni  & Cheese

As we journey through Lent  and hear the ca l l  to
Return to the Father,  we are reminded that  coming
home to His  mercy mus t  change the way we l ive.
Scr ip ture teaches that  fa i th  wi thout  ac t ion i s
dead. I f  we are t ru ly  re turn ing to the Father,  our
fa i th  mus t  move us to care for  our  bro thers  and
s is ters  in  the i r  phys ica l  needs,  re f lec t ing His
compass ion through concre te ac ts  o f  love.

F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T
M A R C H  2 1 - 2 2

L O A V E S  A N D  F I S H E S  



SSJ.ORG | (714) 962-3333
Follow Us, Follow Jesus!
          @ssjcatholicchurch
          @ssjyouthministry

https://www.instagram.com/ssjcatholicchurch/
https://www.instagram.com/ssjyouthministry/

